MEMO TO: Mark Forest, Chairman, and the Honorable Board of Selectmen
FROM: Julie Mockabee, Chair, Yarmouth Historical Commission
SUBJECT: Town Seal Review Subcommittee Report
DATE: April 2, 2021
The Town Seal Review Subcommittee has completed its research on the history of the
town seal and the imagery related to the Wampanoag culture as described in Chapter 42.1
of the Town bylaws.

The Historical Commission’s Town Seal Review Subcommittee looks forward to
presenting its findings at the Select Board Meeting on a date to be determined. Attached is
the Agenda and supporting slides of the presentation.
The Select Board can also access the complete presentation of the subcommittee’s research
efforts at: https://www.yarmouth.ma.us/1907/Yarmouth-Town-Seal.
Thank You.
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• Introduction:
• Subcommittee Members
• Formation of the Subcommittee:
• Recent Yarmouth Historical Projects Wampanoag Tribe Collaboration
• Research & Findings on Town website:
https://www.yarmouth.ma.us/1907/Yarmout
h-Town-Seal.

• Yarmouth Town Seal: When, What, Why, Who
• The advent and evolution of official seals:
• Massachusetts
• Yarmouth
• Summary
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• George R. Slama, Chair
• Julie Mockabee, YHC Chair
• Jack Duggan, Commissioner

• Robert D. Kelley, Commissioner, President HSOY, a
Town Historian
• Grayce Rogers, YHC Administrator
• Pat Armstrong, Director, Community Services

Formation of the Seal Review Subcommittee
On December 14, 2020, Julie Mockabee, Chair of the Historical Commission received an email from
from Mark Forest, Chairman of the Select Board. He requested that the Yarmouth Historical
Commission review a continuing expression of concern from local resident’s regarding some of the
features of the official seal of the Town of Yarmouth. He expressed interest in a possible briefing for
the Select Board, if necessary.
On Thursday, January 14, 2021, at its monthly public meeting, the Historical Commission formally
established a subcommittee to review the features of the Town Seal. The Subcommittee Members
are: Julie Mockabee Chair; George Slama, Vice-Chair; John Duggan, Commissioner, Robert Kelley,
Commissioner. Town Representatives: Pat Armstrong, Director, Community Services and Grayce
Rogers, YHC Administrator.

Yarmouth Town Seal Authorization & Design- Timeline
When

• September 3, 1889 – Yarmouth 250th Celebration
• February 13, 1892 — Town Meeting authorizes the
selectmen to procure a design for a town seal. (Register)
• February 4, 1894 — Bylaws adopted at town meeting
includes a description of the new town seal (Register)
• January 25, 1895 — The warrant for the February 2, 1895
town meeting is published in The Register contains the
first visual image of the new seal located during research.
• April 29, 1898 — MGL-Chap.389 § 2: “Every town shall
provide for the use of its town clerk an official seal”

Yarmouth Meeting Warrant
The Reveal
January 25, 1895 — The town
meeting warrant published in The
Register contains the first visual
image of the new seal found
during research.

“Given under our hands and the seal of the town of
Yarmouth, this the twenty-fifth day of January in the
year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and
ninety-five”

Design of the Yarmouth Town Seal
Timeline – Other Notable Dates
• April 7, 1981 — Town meeting adopted an updated set of
bylaws, including a description of the town seal: § 42-1.
• December 14, 2020 — An inquiry received by
Selectboard concerning depiction of Native American
images in the town seal. This concern supplements other
comments made over the past few years.
• Jan 11, 2021 — Governor Baker signs bill establishing a
commission to change the state flag and seal.
• January 14, 2021 — Chairman Forest attends Historical
Commission meeting to discuss the accuracy & suitability
of the current town seal. The Commission votes to create
a sub-committee to collect data on the seal and bring
findings to the Selectmen.

Yarmouth Town Seal Review
The What - Imagery
Town of Yarmouth Bylaws and was originally
adopted February 12, 1894
§ 42-1. Description

The seal of the town shall be circular in form, and one and one-half
inches in diameter. Around the border the words, "Town of Yarmouth,
Incorporated 1639”. On the left side of the foreground, a pine tree; in the
middle foreground, an Indian holding a bow and arrow; in the right
foreground, a wigwam; in the left background, a lighthouse on a point of
land extending into the sea, and a schooner, under sail, passing near it; in
the upper middle foreground appears the word, "Mattacheese."

Yarmouth & Wampanoag Tribe Collaboration
The Historical Commission has established an ongoing working relationship with the
Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe Historic Preservation office to assist the Commission in its
mission to accurately interpret Wampanoag history in Yarmouth. These collaborations so
far include • The Indian Memorial Restoration Project
• Historical Paper news coverage on the Yarmouth Indian Reservation

• Yarmouth’s Rich Archaeological Past – Taylor-Bray Farm Town Hall Exhibition – 2018 to
Present
• Consultations on the Town Seal

• Future talks and presentations
In addition, Historical Society of Old Yarmouth Wetu Project in Yarmouth Port

INDIAN MEMORIAL RESTORATION PROJECT 2017-2019
WAMPANOAG COLLABORATION

Wetu:
- Winter
- Summer

INDIAN MEMORIAL – CPA RESTORATION PROJECT 2017 -2019
Robert D. Kelley

YARMOUWAMWTH’S RICH ARCHAEOLOGICAL PAST
YARMOUTH’S RICH
ARCHAEOLOGICAL
PASTEXHIBITIO
TAYLOR-BRAY
FARM
TOWN
HALL
TAYLOR BRAY-FARM TOWN HALL EXHIBITION – 2018 TO PRESENT
N
WAMPANOAG COLLABORATION
2018 – PRESENT

Oldest Projectile Point Found in Eastern MA

HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF OLD YARMOUTH WETU PROJECT 2020

Town Seal Imagery
“a pine tree”

“a lighthouse on a point

of land extending into
the sea”

“and a schooner,
under sail, passing
near it”
Around the border the
words, "Town of
Yarmouth, Incorporated
1639“.

“Headdress” Quill
brooch a little high.
– Paula Peters
“wigwam,” a teepee is not
something indigenous to
the area, or culturally
correct. – Paula Peters
“an Indian holding a
bow and arrow” no
arrow visible - YHC
“red cloth” commonly used in
trading – Paula Peters

“in the upper middle foreground
appears the word, Mattacheese”

Town Seal Imagery
Paula Peters of the Mashpee Wampanoag tribe met with the Yarmouth Seal
committee on February 25, 2021. Below are her comments:
Relative to housing: A teepee is not something indigenous to this area of the
country. It is not culturally correct. The Algonquin term “wigwam” is not the
term we use, rather the Wampanoag term “wetu” which is usually covered with
reeds or bark.
Feathers in a row from forehead to the back of the head is not traditional …it
almost looks like… a porcupine quill brooch. The headdress, possibly a quill
brooch is a little tall.
The bow designed in the seal is a little tall.
In a meeting concerning the restoration of the Indian Memorial, an exchange
between Pat Armstrong and Ramona Peters, then Historical preservation
Officer for the Mashpee Tribe, Peters generously mentioned that the Town Seal
was not a particularly good representation, and that the Town could do better.

Local Town Seals with a Teepee

Adopted 1894

Adopted 1894

Adopted 1897

Designed 1900

“The Truro town seal depicts a Native American….wearing a feather headdress .….and teepees…
associated with Plains Indians. ” Ms. Paula Peters, a Wampanoag historian and educator stated,
“The depiction is incredibly inaccurate.” Provincetown Independent Thursday 12-24-20 The Town
Seals of the Outer Cape by Saskia Maxwell Keller.

Yarmouth Town Seal Review
Why

Our research did not shed any light on what guidance the Board of
Selectman may have given to the designer in 1892. Covid restrictions have
limited access to the Town Clerk’s files for the period from 1885 to 1900.
Further research will be conducted once access to the files is allowed.

Yarmouth Town Seal Review
Who – A Lead
Town of Yarmouth – Annual Report 1894

$21.50 in 1894 is equal to $657.54 today

State of Massachusetts
Precedent for Changing an Official Seal
1629

1686

1775

1780

1692

1885

Colorized Seal – Inconsistent Images

Observations
 Mr. John Sears, former Selectman for the Town of Yarmouth
and a resident with a deep knowledge of the town’s history,
shared his perception that the Town Seal “honors” the Native
Peoples of Yarmouth.
 History shows us relative to the state seal, that significant social
change has dictated changes to its content. It would be fair to say
that the Yarmouth seal is no different, that it has the same fit,
form & function. What constitutes “Social Change” is subjective
in nature. The state seal having changed its content several times
in nearly 400 years would set a precedent of allowing content
changes to the state seal as it relates to social change. Please
consider this argument applicable to the Yarmouth Seal.

Next Steps
This concludes the Yarmouth Historical Commission’s review of the imagery of the
Yarmouth Town Seal. As the Select Board deliberates on this presentation, the
following is presented as an example of “Next Steps” from the Town of Natick whose
Select Board made upon the completion of their deliberations on the Town’s seal
imagery:

The Natick Town Seal Review Committee will:
 have up to seven individuals appointed by the Moderator,
 said committee to include persons suited to the charge of the committee by
their:
• interest and familiarity with history, design, and civic participation,
• and whose charge shall be to review the history of Town Seals in Natick;
 to propose a new Town Seal after a public process that shall include
consultation with a diverse group of stakeholders including members of
Indigenous communities;
 to hold at least one public forum; and to provide a report and
recommendation to a future Town Meeting that shall consider
implementation of a new seal.” (2020 FATM, Article 16)

