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Board of Selectmen
Public Meeting Minutes
January 8, 2019
The regular meeting was called to order at approximately 6 p.m. in the Town Hall Hearing Room by
Chairman Holcomb. Selectmen present: Erik Tolley, Tracy Post, Mark Forest, and Michael Stone.
Also attending: Yarmouth Town Administrator Dan Knapik and Yarmouth Assistant Town
Administrator Chris Dwelley.

1. Public Announcements & Comments
Vida Morris, resident, questioned the legality of the combined district-wide school vote and
bemoaned the fact that Yarmouth taxpayers were being taxed without having their votes properly
represented.
Tom Sullivan, resident, voiced his opinion that the vote for the new school should have been
done separately by each town, as opposed to a combined district-wide vote.

2. School Building Project Discussion and School Agreement
Attorney Jay Talerman, Yarmouth Town Counsel, answered questions from the Board of
Selectmen regarding the recent district-wide vote taken to approve the new Mattacheese Middle
School. Attorney Talerman explained that there is a state statute which allowed for the DY School
Committee (by a 2/3rds vote) to override the DY District Agreement and allow for a district-wide
vote for the approval of a new Middle School building. Attorney Talerman stated that given this fact,
any litigation challenging the school vote would be unlikely to succeed in overturning the results.
He also added that the Town would have to seek an injunction to stop the project in order to file
litigation.
Selectmen Tolley and Post stated that they did not believe the provision in the District
Agreement allowed for a district-wide vote as Yarmouth voters did not intend for that to be the case.
Ms. Post asked Attorney Talerman if there were any other regional school districts who voted on a
new project as a district as opposed to at Town Meeting and Mr. Talerman could not recall an
example. Selectman Post stated that if residents set up a process that they believe needs to be
followed, it is the obligation of the Selectmen to see that process through. She also noted that no
one from the School District or School Committee was present at the meeting to discuss this issue.
The Selectmen agreed to discuss the issue of potential litigation in executive session at their
next meeting on January 15th, 2019.

3. Joint Presentation on Age and Dementia Friendly Efforts
Kathi Bailey, Director of Senior Services, gave a presentation on the Town’s age and
dementia friendly plan. Ms. Bailey explained that ‘age friendly’ is a community that is livable for
residents of all ages inclusive of older adults and those living with dementia. ‘Age friendly’
communities strive to be equitable and accessible with walkable streets, housing and transportation
options, access to services, and opportunities for residents to participate in community activities.
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Ms. Bailey also explained some best practices that the Town could follow to make the
community more age/dementia friendly. She urged the Selectmen to review municipal policies and
regulations with the goal of promoting ‘aging in place’ for Yarmouth residents. She also suggested
creating an online database with local information and resources of programs, services, and
benefits for older adults and their caregivers.
The FY19 Age-Friendly Yarmouth Action Plan was also reviewed. Ms. Bailey explained that
there will be continued support of the senior services voyager van expansion budget plan, which will
provide transportation to adult day services and caregiver respite of program participation to relieve
stress. It was also explained that intergenerational programs were being planned (such as an
intergenerational Model UN) and a senior housing concept meeting would also take place at some
point in the future.
The Windsor Skilled Nursing and Rehabilitation Center Adult Day Program was also
reviewed. It was explained that the program provides healthcare, meals, social/recreation activities,
and staffing ratios designed for extra attention when needed.
Selectman Forest suggested trying to address the lack of affordable choices for continuing
care for seniors in some manner in the Age-Friendly action plan. Selectman Tolley suggested that
when Ms. Bailey returns to the Board in May she return with reasonable funding requests which
would make Yarmouth a more Age-Friendly community.

4. Golf Management Request for Proposals (RFP)
Pat Armstrong, Director of Community Services, reviewed the draft request for proposal for
the management of the Yarmouth golf division. She explained that responses to the RFP can come
in one of three categories: a lease of the golf courses for three years; a management team taking
over administrative duties of golf operations for a contract of three years; or a monthly charge for a
consultant to work with Town staff. Ms. Armstrong also explained that an RFP review committee
would be formed with various local stakeholders who will participate in the ranking of RFP
responses for the Selectmen’s consideration. The Selectmen were supportive of sending out this
RFP as soon as possible.
MOTION: To move to support the issuance of the proposed golf management request for proposals.
Motion by: Mark Forest
Seconded by: Erik Tolley
Yea 5 Nay 0

5. Land Disposition Policy
Ed Senteio, Finance Director, and Karen Greene, Director of Community Development,
presented the revised Land Disposition Policy to the Selectmen. Mr. Senteio explained that all of
the suggested edits/changes from the Selectmen at the last meeting the policy was reviewed have
been incorporated. He also explained that Town Counsel reviewed the updated policy and had no
objections. Selectman Post suggested adding deed restrictions and historical data information on
Request for Real Property Form applications. Ms. Post also suggested adding an option to indicate
potential community benefit outside of economic benefits. Chairman Holcomb suggested adding
that public comment will be afforded for any land disposition requests. Ms. Greene explained that
the next steps in this process after Selectmen approval would be to establish a charge for the Land
Disposition Committee and appoint members.
MOTION: To move to approve the Land Disposition Policy with the specified suggested changes.
Motion by: Tracy Post
Seconded by: Michael Stone
Yea 5 Nay 0
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6. Board of Selectmen
a. Committee Appointments
MOTION: To move that the Board of Selectmen accept the resignation of Rob Angell from the Water
Resources Advisory Committee.
Motion by: Tracy Post
Seconded by: Michael Stone
Yea 5 Nay 0
MOTION: To move that the Board of Selectmen reappoint Joyce Flynn as the Town of Yarmouth’s
Cape Light Compact representative through December 2019 and to reappoint Dan Knapik as the
Town’s alternative representative to the Cape Light Compact through December 2019.
Motion by: Michael Stone
Seconded by: Erik Tolley
Yea 5 Nay 0

b. Upcoming Agenda Review. The next Board of Selectmen meeting will take place on
January 15th and will start at 5:00pm.
c. Individual Items. Selectman Post suggested adding an article at Town Meeting to get a
sense from Town residents as to their appetite for School de-regionalization. The Selectmen agreed
that cost estimates for de-regionalization would also have to be presented at the same time as this
question so that residents can have an informed opinion on the topic.

7. Town Administrator Items
a. Consent Agenda. Dan Knapik reviewed the Consent Agenda and explained that there are
requests for donations to the Town and that there is an application to have an Irish Festival at the
Drive-In site on March 9th.
MOTION: To move to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.
Motion by: Erik Tolley
Seconded by: Mark Forest

Yea 5 Nay 0

8. Adjourn
MOTION: To move that the Board of Selectmen adjourn the meeting.
Motion by: Erik Tolley
Seconded by: Mark Forest

Yea 5 Nay 0

Meeting adjourned at approximately 9:30 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Linda Dennehy
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DISTRIBUTED MATERIAL AGENDA PACKET
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Age-Friendly Yarmouth – Inclusive of Dementia Friendly Plan
Professional Management of Bass River and Bayberry Hills Golf Courses Request of
Proposal
Memo to BOS from Director of Community Development and Director of Finance dated
January 2, 2019 re: Land Disposition Policy
Letter to BOS from Mr. Curt Sears, undated, re: Resignation from Water Resources
Advisory Committee
Memo to BOS from Appointments Chair dated January 2, 2019 re: Reappointments to
Cape Light Compact
2019 BOS Upcoming Agenda Items Schedule
Memo to BOS from Recreation Division dated December 14, 2018 re: Donations
Applications for Special Alcohol and Entertainment Licenses for Irish Festival on March 9,
2019
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